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Hello! 

November is almost finished. And our lessons finish aswell. 

We have only two weeks left.  

 

It is a pity that we cannot meet and have a drink together as we have done other years. 

But things are as they are… 

Anyway. 

Today, I´ve prepared two texts to work on. The first one is about “nicknames” and the 

second one brings some tips for English learners. I hope you enjoy both. 
 

1. Reading activity   --- NICKNAMES --- 

Tim Radley is an English man who had an accident when he 

was a child. He went fishing with his grandfather and he lost a 

finger of his right hand.  

When the accident happened, he was eating a sandwich and, 

suddenly, a very large fish jumped and stole his food. 

Unfortunately, with the food, the fish also took his finger. Now 

Tim smiles and says that maybe the fish thought it was a 

sausage. But when he was younger and went to school, 

everybody called him "the Simpson" (because the Simpsons 

only have four fingers on their hands). 

 

 

 

Now Tim is 24 years old and has studied at the university. He is an engineer and works in a 

very important company. He hasn´t got problems to type on the computer and he didn´t 

have any problem to get the job. He doesn't have that nickname now. 

He drives his car perfectly, plays tennis and uses his mobile phone normally. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

When I was young, many of my friends and also my teachers had nicknames.  

What is the funniest nickname you remember? Can you tell us the story behind it? 

Please, send your answers to my e-mail address  

maribelgaju@hotmail.com and I will publish all of them next week. 

 

mailto:maribelgaju@hotmail.com


Centros de Mayores Ayto. de Toledo Inglés Intermedio Profesor: Maribel García 

2. Reading test 

Many studies about language learning ask the question: What makes a good language 
learner? There are some things that good language learners do and some things they don't 
do. Here are some of the most useful suggestions from studies. 

• Don't be afraid of making mistakes. People often get things wrong. Good language 
learners notice their mistakes and learn from them. 

• Do group activities. People use language to communicate with other people. A good 
language learner always looks for opportunities to talk with other students. 

• Make notes during every class. Notes help you to remember new language. Look at your 
notes when you do your homework. 

• Use a dictionary. Good language learners often use dictionaries to check the meaning of 
words they don't know. They also make their own vocabulary lists. 

• Think in the language you're learning outside the classroom. When you're shopping or 
walking down the street, remember useful words and phrases. Sometimes, when you're 
at home, say new words to practise your pronunciation. 

• Do extra practice. Test and improve your language, reading and listening skills with self-
study material. You can find a lot of this online. 

• Imagine yourself speaking in the language. Many good language learners can see and 
hear themselves speaking in the language. This helps their motivation. 

• Enjoy the process. Good language learners have fun with the language. Watch a TV series 
or film, listen to songs, play video games or read a book. It's never too late to become a 
good language learner. 

1. Find in the text words whose meaning matches the expressions below: 

observe, pay attention:     

search:     

effective, helpful:     

make or become better:     

abilities:     

enthusiasm:     

start to be something:     

2. Pronunciation.  The English “th” has two possible sounds:  
The sound /ð/is similar to the Spanish sound “d”: the, this, brother, 
The sound /θ/is similar to the Spanish sound “z”: both, thing, thanks 
Find in the text 3 words with the sound /ð/and 3 words with the sound /θ/:  
/ð/:  ,  ,  /θ/:  ,  ,   

3. In your own words, write a sentence or an expression with the same meaning as the 
ones given:   

don't be afraid of making mistakes:                               

do group activities:                enjoy the process:      

it's never too late:     useful words:      
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Answers to Activities week 19 

Who were the Pilgrims? 

They were English Puritans from the 17th century . 

Why did they emigrate to Holland?  

Because they were persecuted for being separatists. 

Why did they choose Holland as their new home? 

Because Holland was famous for its policy of religious freedom . 

Why did the Pilgrims leave Holland after 20 years? 

Because they were suffering financial problems and did not want to lose their English 

language and culture . 

What was the Mayflower? 

It was the name of the ship which the Pilgrims used to travel to America. 

To which part of America did the Mayflower arrive? 

They tried to reach the coast of Virginia, but they arrived to a different place and stayed 

there.  

How did the pilgrims call the new settlement? 

They called it Plymouth. 

What happened to the Pilgrims on their first winter in America. 

50% of the Pilgrims died of cold and hunger. 

Who helped them? 

A group of native Indians helped them. 

What the pilgrims were taught to do? 

The Indians taught the Pilgrims to hunt and farm. 

Why is the turkey the traditional Thanksgiving meal? 

Because it is said that the Indians attended the first Thanksgiving dinner with a turkey.    

 
 

 

 


